
 
 
 
December 19, 2019 
 
 
Families and Staff, 
 
 
We are writing to follow up on today’s announcement from the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development on providing drinking water in schools.  
 
Earlier this year, Health Canada set a new guideline for lead in drinking water. You can learn more about 
this guideline here . Along with the new guideline, which reduces the maximum acceptable 
concentration of lead in drinking water, are sampling protocols for how and when water can be tested.  
 
As a result, all water sources in all schools in Nova Scotia will be sampled for lead. This sampling must 
take place in warmer weather between June and October, according to Health Canada’s Guidelines for 
Canadian Drinking Water Quality .  
 
On December 19, the Province announced that all public schools across Nova Scotia will be provided 
with drinking water starting in January, if: 
 

 they have not yet been tested for lead; or 

 they have been tested and it has been determined alternate water is needed. 
 
Your school has not been tested to the new protocol. 
 
Our Operations team is working with suppliers to place water and dispensers in all schools as soon as 
possible. Through the month of January, these alternative water sources will be placed in schools and 
will remain at least until the end of the school year. Please be assured that schools will spend time 
educating students on using these alternative water sources. 
 
The Halifax Regional Centre for Education takes the health and safety of our students and employees 
very seriously. We are ready to sample the more than 6,000 water fountains and faucets in our 139 
school buildings in June in accordance with the Health Canada guideline. 
 
Please reach out to us at connect@hrce.ca if you have any questions. 
 
 
Jacob Ritchie 
Director of Operations 
 
 
 

https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20191219005
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/03/health-canada-sets-new-guideline-for-lead-in-drinking-water-latest-in-series-of-government-actions-to-protect-canadians-from-exposure-to-lead.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/guidelines-canadian-drinking-water-quality-guideline-technical-document-lead/guidance-document.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/guidelines-canadian-drinking-water-quality-guideline-technical-document-lead/guidance-document.html
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