
    
    
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter# 3-Nov 2022 
Dartmouth South Academy 
111 Prince Arthur Avenue 
Dartmouth, NS    B2Y 0C5 

http://dsa.hrce.ca 
Phone: (902) 464-2081/Fax: (902) 461-0199 

Principal:  Adrienne Blumenthal 
Vice Principal:  Susan Aucoin/Ashley Grant 

Secretary:  K. Lake 

Each morning breakfast is served to our students in the 
school cafeteria. 
 
Students are welcome to come in from 8:40 – 9:00. 
 
Breakfast items include:  cereal, fruit, cheese, yogurt 
and crackers. 

School Closure for Inclement Weather 

The Halifax Regional Centre for Education takes great 
care when making the decision to alter the normal 
operations of schools in the event of severe or 
inclement weather.  Decisions on school closures 
and/or bus cancellations are posted on the board’s 
website at www.hrce.ns.ca, on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/HRCE_Official, recorded on 464-
INFO (4636) and communicated to all local radio 
stations.  You can also receive notice of school bus 
cancellations by e-mail or text message by following the 
link on the front page (left side) of the HRCE website.  
If you are interested in learning more on how decisions 
regarding closures and cancellations are made, visit  

http://www.hrce.ns.ca/content/id/1137.html 

 

Medical Alert 

Dartmouth South Academy supports the No Child 
Without program through Medic Alert Foundation 
Canada. Parents and guardians should consider this 
program if your child lives with: 

~ A medical condition 

~ Allergies and requires the use of an epinephrine 
injector 

~ Asthma or uses an inhaler 

~ Special needs 

~ Medication they need to take 

More information can be obtained at nochildwithout.ca 
or call 1-877-282-5378. This program is offered free of 
charge for children from ages 4-14. A child will receive 
one free MedicAlert medical ID and free MedicAlert 
service plan coverage up to their 14th birthday. 
Parents/caregivers can obtain a PIN and bar code 
directly from the website. Brochures are also available 
at the school. 

THANK YOU to all who continue to use our safe 
arrival program!  If your child will not be attending 
classes, please call 902-464-2081.  If there is no 
answer, please leave a message as these are retrieved 
before the bell rings.  It is most helpful and 
appreciated when parents phone in.  This is for all 
grade levels Pre Primary and P – 8. 

Safe Arrival 

Breakfast 



            

 

 

 

      
      
      
      

  
  

 

 
 
 

      

       
       
       
       
       

The BusPlanner Parent Portal has recently been upgraded 
and is now mobile friendly and easy to use! The Parent 
Portal allows parents/guardians to review all busing 
information, including bus schedules and locations and 
keeps families informed of transportation updates with 
email notifications. 

We have carefully reviewed and planned bus routes and 
timing for the new school year so it is very important to 
check your busing information. 

How to activate your new Parent Portal account  

Once you’ve received your email, families are encouraged 
to follow the instructions below to activate their new 
Parent Portal account and review their routing for 
September. 

Please follow these 5 simple steps to get started. 

Click the Activate link in the email we sent you 
and you will be sent to the BusPlanner Parent 
Portal website. 

 Next, click Create Password (blue button). 
[Please do not change or remove your email 
address as shown.] 

Check your email inbox again (that we’ve just 
emailed you at) and click on the Activate link to 
create your password. 

Enter a New Password and Confirm New 
Password and click Create Password. 

You will now be prompted to Log In with your 
email and password. 

You’re done! You will now be able to access your 
child(ren)’s busing information and receive automatic 
email notifications about transportation updates. 

Lunch Monitor 

We need lunch monitors at Dartmouth South 
Academy.  The times would be from 12:00 –-1:00 
pm and/ or 1:00 - 2:00 pm.  A criminal record check 
with vulnerable sector and child abuse registry form 
are required to work as a lunch monitor.  Please 
phone the school office at 902-464-2081 if 
interested and we will be more than happy to help 
you. 

Morning Attendance – 8:55-9:00 am 

Lunch – 12:00 – 1:00 – grades P-6 

Lunch – 1:00 – 2:00 – grades 7-8 

Dismissal Pre-P-8 – 3:00 pm 

 

Bell Times Transportation 

School Performances 

As we have settled back into a more regular school 
year we are turning our attention to how we can 
have student performances and invite parents while 
still keeping the health and safety of our community 
at the forefront.  As long as public health guidelines 
continue to remain as they are now, we are planning 
to have the following performances in the new year.  
Please note these may need to change based on the 
situation at the time. 

 

Feb 16th – P-3 Concert 

April 20th – 3 /4 – 6 Concert 

May 9th – 10th – School Musical – Auditions will 
take place in December 

June 7th – Band/Violin/Strings 



             
      
      
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Our school uses a video surveillance system as part 
of our continued efforts to support a safe, positive 
and effective learning environment.  We recognize 
that the images recorded by this video surveillance 
system are personal information and, as with all 
other personal information, we take steps to 
balance privacy rights with safety and security 
concerns.  The school has the legal authority to 
collect this personal information under Section 24 
of Nova Scotia’s Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act.  

Only designated staff has access to our video 
surveillance equipment and such access is restricted 
as required by law.  The system is used to enhance 
school safety and to deter or take action in response 
to unlawful behaviours. 

If you have any questions about video surveillance 
at our school, please contact Adrienne Blumenthal, 
Principal, at 902-464-2081. 

 

School Surveillance System 

Big News!  DSA has moved to an online cash system.  
Parents will no longer be required to have cash on hand in 
order to purchase items from the school. 

When items get posted, parents that are registered will be 
sent an email notification from the system advising that 
there is now an item available for purchase.   

 

The URL to the site is: 
https://hrce.schoolcashonline.com/ 

Dates to Remember 

Nov 4th – Photo Retakes 

Nov 11th – Remembrance Day (no classes) 

Nov 21st – Assessment & Evaluation Day (no classes Elem/Jr 
High) 

Nov 30th – Report Cards Go Home 

Dec 1st AM – PD Day (no classes)/PM – Parent Teacher 
Interviews (no classes) 

Dec 2nd – PD Day (no classes) 

Nourish Your Roots 

Nourish Boxes, to those who ordered, will be 
available for pick up Wednesday November 9th 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. 

Thank you for supporting our Healthy Food 
Fundraiser.  Proceeds go to help support our 

school breakfast program. 

COLD WEATHER 

Just a reminder that the cold weather is upon us.  
Our school is not open for students until 8:40 am.  

Please ensure that your children do not arrive at the 
school too early as there is no supervision.  The 
students need to be dressed appropriately for the 

weather conditions. 

SchoolCash Online 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SchoolMessenger SafeArrival: A New Way to 
Report Student Absences 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
One of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all our students arrive safely at school 
each and every day. Our school will be implementing a new way to report absences 
through SchoolMessenger.   As of Thursday, September 1, you will be able to report 
future absences using an app, website, or toll-free phone number. Starting on 
Wednesday, September 7, if your student is absent and the absence has not been 
reported in advance, you will receive notifications via email, text, and phone calls from 
SchoolMessenger. 
 
To report your student absent, you can use any of the following methods: 
 

 PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal 
Parents/guardians can log into https://sishrsb.ednet.ns.ca/public/ to access 
the link to the SchoolMessenger website to report future absences. 

 
 SchoolMessenger App 

Parents/guardians can download the SchoolMessenger app for Android and iOS 
devices, create an account and use their email that the school has on record for 
them as their username. 

 
 Toll-Free Number 

Parents/guardians can call 1-833-582-6940 to report future absences using an 
automated system. 
 

All three methods are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Absences can be reported 
at any time before the start of school on the day the student will be absent. Up to five 
consecutive absences can be recorded at once.  If you have students attending other 
schools, please continue to report absences using the existing procedures for those 
schools. 
 
 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we implement this new tool. Please visit 
https://www.hrce.ca/SafeArrival for more information. 
 
 


