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Staff at DSA

We would like to give a warm welcome to new

and

returning

staff to Dartmouth South

Academy. New staff members are as follows:

Gr P/1 — Shannon Kelloway

P — 6 Teacher — Kelsey Hatcher
Gr 6 — Chris Bennett Jarrett

Gr 7 — Matthew Banks

Gr 7 - Hazel Walling

Gr 7/8 — Melissa Campbell

Gr 7/8 Gabriele Perrault-Leduc
Gr 7/8 Madison Hamilton

Guidance — Cole Wild

Resource — Lesley Crowell/Jason
Callaghan

Resource — Megan Fitzpatrick

JH Support — Madison Hamilton

EAL — Jane Pelc

Math Support — Lacey Cyr

School Psychologist — Donna Hughes
Mental Health Clinician — Maya Frye
Pre-Primary Lead — Summer Kim
Pre-Primary Support — Jazlyn Lewin
Pre-Primary Support — Meghan
Mombourquette

Pre-Primary Support — Nadine Hilliker
Pre-Primary Support — Angela Findlay
Technician — Peter Bensen

Both new and former staff members are excited
to get to know, learn and grow with your
children! We look forward to a fantastic year!

Early Student Pick Up

Although students leaving early is discouraged due to
missed instructional time, we realize that occasionally a
student may have to. Should this happen, please inform
the classroom teacher so that they can plan accordingly.
With 680 students, it becomes a little chaotic when
several children are picked up unannounced before the 3
o’clock bell. Thanks for your co-operation.

Breakfast Club

We are looking for volunteers to help out with the
breakfast program. Set up starts at 8:15am. Students enter
building for the soft start at 8:40 and breakfast runs until
8:55. It is a grab and go style ranging from muffins, egg
wraps, oatmeal, cereal, fruit, hashbrowns, pancakes etc.
The variety is pending on volunteers. Please email Susan
Aucoin at saucoin@hrce if you are interested. We would
appreciate all the help we can find.

DSA Picture Day

Picture Day is September 16™ and 17, starting with
the Pre-Primaries. Retakes will be done September
26™. Make your own packages! See all your images
online at photomasterstudios.ca - see attached
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Breakfast Program

Each morning breakfast is served to our students
in the school cafeteria.

Students are welcome to come in the front door
from 8:40 — 9:00. Breakfast items include:
cereal, fruit, cheese, yogurt and crackers.

NO STOPPING/PARKING SIGNS

You are encouraged to pay attention to the no
stopping zones when entering and exiting the
school. We need to keep the safety of the students
in mind when we are coming onto the school
grounds.

Cafeteria

When you’re placing your child’s lunch order
please be sure to use the following website: When
ordering, please remember your child’s teacher.

www.nutrislice.com

Our cafeteria is online payments only ... cash is
not accepted.

More info will follow regarding the lunch program
being implemented in mid October.

School Office Info

Student demographic forms will be updated by
parents online through the parent portal. It is very
important that we have accurate information and
working emails as that is how report cards, messages
and communication is relayed. More information to
follow. Parents must log into the parent portal of
Powerschool to access their child’s information.
Instructions are attached to this newsletter.

Should items need to be dropped off at the office for
students, please ensure the child’s name is on them.
We get several a day and without names, we can’t
ensure children get the proper item.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Safe Arrival

Please call 1-833-582-6940 to report your child’s
absences. Calls home will be made by a computer-
generated program. There are instructions attached
to this email.

Doors open at 8:40 am and attendance is taken by
9:00 am sharp. Calls begin going home for all
students who aren’t in the classroom at this time.
Students have 20 mins to arrive in class on time. To
avoid the computer generated calls, please ensure
your children are at school for 9:00 am attendance.
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Transportation
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Using BusPlanner

Everything you need to know about student transportation
including eligibility, stop times and stop locations can be
found on BusPlanner. Once you register and subscribe, you
may also receive email notifications on changes to routes,
bus delays or cancellations.

To sign up, go to BusPlanner at hrce.mybusplanner.ca and
click on Parent Portal. Follow the instructions to create an
account.

Don’t have a BusPlanner Parent Portal account? Need help
logging in? Please contact the HRCE Student Transportation
Team at transportation@hrce.ca or call 902-431-4723.

Terry Fox Run

Friday September 27th, 2024, will be our Terry
Fox Walk/Run.

Terry Fox Walk will be held on Friday, September
27th. We are going to hold 2 separate groups; east
wing classes will do their Terry Fox Walk from
11:00-11:45 and the west wing classes will walk
from 12:00-12:45.

We will have a very brief talk to discuss Terry and
what he was able to accomplish, then our students
will walk laps of the field for 20-30 minutes
(depending on timing).

Lunch Monitor

With our growing community, we are in the search for
lunch monitors to help supervise the safety of all
students over the lunch hour. Our lunch Supervision
goes from 11:55-12:55. If you are interested, please
contact Kelly Lake at 902-464-2081 or klake@hrce.ca

SCHOOLCASH ONLINE

Just a Reminder the DSA moved to an online
cash system last year. Parents will no longer be
required to have cash on hand in order to
purchase items from the school.

When items get posted, parents that are
registered will be sent an email notification
from the system advising that there is now an
item available for purchase.

The URL to the site to register is:
https://hrce.schoolcashonline.com/

/\ Make online payments with
SchoolCashOnline

Regisfration v Field Trips

1S

v Sports Events
» Activity Fees

OKEVGROP
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School Surveillance System

Our school uses a video surveillance system as part
of our continued efforts to support a safe, positive
and effective learning environment. We recognize
that the images recorded by this video surveillance
system are personal information and, as with all
other personal information, we take steps to
balance privacy rights with safety and security
concerns. The school has the legal authority to
collect this personal information under Section 24
of Nova Scotia’s Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

Only designated staff has access to our video
surveillance equipment and such access s
restricted as required by law. The system is used to
enhance school safety and to deter or take action
in response to unlawful behaviours.

If you have any questions about video surveillance
at our school, please contact Adrienne Blumenthal,
Principal, at 902-464-2081.

Bell Times

Morning Attendance — 8:55-9:00 am
Lunch - 12:00 - 1:00 — grades P-6
Lunch - 1:00 - 2:00 — grades 7-8

Dismissal Pre-P-8 — 3:00 pm

Don’t
- FORGET!
e

CRC)

Dates to Remember

Sept 12t — Stand up Against Bullying — wear pink

Sept 16" and 17"~ Picture day for pre-primary —grade
8’s, starting with pre-primaries

Sept 19" — School Photos

Sept 20" — Terry Fox Walk
Sept 26" — Picture retakes
Sept 27" — Terry Fox Walk/Run
Sept 27" — Orange Shirt Day

Sept 30" — National Day for Truth & Reconciliation (no
classes)

Fourth Week of September — Gender Equality Week



DARTMOUTH SOUTH ACADEMY

School Safety and Security

As you are likely aware, our school practices lockdowns
as part of our emergency planning/preparedness cycle.
Staff and students are familiar with lockdowns, but we
wish to increase your knowledge of our procedures.

It is important to understand that school staff will
implement a lockdown and call police if and when there
is any reason to believe that imminent danger to
students and staff may exist. At this stage, everyone in
the school will move to a secure location, safe from
harm. Police will respond to the school and no one will
enter or leave, until the situation is resolved.

The first instinct of parents/guardians is to either phone
the school directly or your child, or to attend directly to
the school. You are asked not to do any of these, but
instead to understand and follow the procedures
outlined in this letter.

Experience has shown that roadways need to be kept
clear for responding emergency vehicles, and parents
and others attempting to drive to the school can slow
police and other emergency responders from getting to
and securing the area as quickly as possible. Therefore,
if you hear that a lockdown is occurring at your child’s
school, do not attend to the school. Instead, you may
attend to your schools’” designated Parent location to
receive information which will be provided by police
and school representatives.

School Safety and Security — cont’d

Please be assured that every effort will be made to keep you
informed as to what is happening during the event.
Experience has shown that incorrect information often
circulates during an event when it does not come directly
from the police or school board. After the lockdown, you
may be asked to go to the school or to wait where you are
until your child is brought to your location.

We also ask that you not attempt to phone your child. In a
lockdown, everyone must remain quiet, and a ringing cell
phone may draw undue attention to the secure location
where your child and his/her classmates are.

Aside from lockdown procedures, your child’s school may
also implement a precautionary “Hold and Secure” if there
is an unrelated emergency situation occurring outside the
building or in the neighborhood that could potentially
present a danger to the school. In this situation all doors to
the school are locked and monitored to allow any students
from outside entry into the school. Classes will generally
continue but no one will be allowed to enter or leave the
building until the situation is resolved. We also ask that you
do NOT attend to the school unless asked to do so by school
board staff.

We encourage you to discuss school safety with your child
and to address any concerns they may have and we
welcome any questions you may have about this or any
other issue related to the safety and security of our school.

PRIMARY SECONDARY
SCHOOL PARENT STAGING | PARENT STAGING
AREA AREA
Dartmouth South | North Woodside Grace Baptist
Academy Community Church
Centre 230 51 Athorpe Drive

Pleasant Street
902-463-9276

902-434-3047
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Powerschool Parent Portal

Dear Parent/Guardian,

1. Open a web browser and navigate to the
Portal Sign In page at: [2 Powerschool sis
https://sishrsb.ednet.ns.ca

2. Click on the link: Forgot Username or Recover Account Sign In Information
Password?

3. Click on the Parents tab. Students  Parents

4. Under the Forgot Password? section, enter
your Parent Username. Your Parent Parents

Username is the full email address that e RO

myemailaddress@gmail.com

received thlS message. To reset your password, enter your usermname and email address below, and click the '‘Reset
. Password' button.
5. Enter your Parent Email Address (use same
email address entered in Step 4). Parent Username
6. Click the Reset Password button. B i

7. A Password Reset Request email will be sent
to you. Click the link in the email to reset

Reset Password

your password.
8. Navigate back to the Portal Sign In page at: https://sishrsb.ednet.ns.ca

9. Enter your Parent Username. Your Parent Username is the full email address that received this

message.
10. Enter the password you set via the Password Reset Request.
11. Once logged in, review your account details.

Only the school where the student is currently enrolled can troubleshoot and make changes. Contact
the school if you encounter any difficulty, such as a student no longer linked to your account.

Thank you for your cooperation and support through this parent account update.
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School Messenger SafeArrival:
A New Way to Report Student Absences

Dear Parents/Guardians

One of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all our students arrive safely at school
each and every day. Our school will be implementing a new way to report absences
through SchoolMessenger. If your student is absent and the absence has not been
reported in advance, you will receive notifications via email, text, and phone calls from
SchoolMessenger.

To report your student absent, you can use any of the following methods:

e PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal
Parents/guardians can log into https://sishrsb.ednet.ns.ca/public/ to access
the link to the SchoolMessenger website to report future absences.

e SchoolMessenger App
Parents/guardians can download the SchoolMessenger app for Android and iOS
devices, create an account and use their email that the school has on record for
them as their username.

e Toll-Free Number
Parents/guardians can call 1-833-582-6940 to report future absences using an
automated system.

All three methods are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Absences can be reported
at any time before the start of school on the day the student will be absent. Up to five
consecutive absences can be recorded at once. If you have students attending other
schools, please continue to report absences using the existing procedures for those
schools.
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Nova Scotia
Provincial Directive

on Personal Gell Phone
Use in Schools

Leam more: ednet.ns.ca/cellphones

The expectation is that cell phones/devices for all
students P-8 will be kept in lockers or backpacks when
students arrive at school and for the duration of the
school day. During class time, parents will always be able
to get a message to your child through the office.
Exceptions will be made for students who rely on their
personal device for health reasons, (eg. blood glucose)
after consultation with parents. Students in grade 7-8
will be able to use their devices at lunch.

Join us in observing National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation

Each year on September 30, National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation honours the children who didn't return
from residential schools, as well as survivors, their families,
and communities.

Orange Shirt Day, led by Indigenous communities, aims to
raise awareness about the inter-generational impacts of
residential schools and allows us all to show our support
for the Every Child Matters movement.

As there are no classes on Monday, September 30, we
welcome staff and students to wear orange on Friday,
September 27.

Stand Up Against Bullying Day

Iv & wonlld, whene Yoy camv
(b@tb@@u"mzw

Wear pink on September 12!

Q@ e
Resion Gt e

Stand Up Against Bulling Day is September 12

On the second Thursday of September, we recognize
Stand Up Against Bullying Day. This day, happening on
September 12 this year, is an opportunity for us to start
the school year off right — by celebrating inclusivity,
kindness and friendship.

All schools in HRCE are focused on ensuring all students
have a safe and welcoming environment in which to
learn and thrive.

Please join us and wear pink if you’re able on
September 12 to take a stand against bullying.
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Picture Day
Dartmouth South Academy
Sept 17 TH! PrePrimary Sept 16'th

New this year, Proofs online!
Pick your backgrounds online!
Make your own Packages!

See all your images online at
Photomasterstudios.ca



